
DOWNTOWN
WHAT’S UP

Springtime  in 
Downtown Atlanta 
is full of blooming flowers, 
lively concerts and dining 
alfresco.

Wednesdays in Woodruff 
offers great opportunities to 
gather and enjoy music with 
a mid-day snack in the park.

A member of the Ambassador 
Force enjoys the great weather 
while he works

We are making the Central Atlanta 
Progress/Atlanta Downtown Improve-
ment District website even easier to 
navigate by making it compatible with 
iPhone and Blackberry devices. Just 
visit www.AtlantaDowntown.com on 
your mobile device and you will find 
restaurant listings, an event calendar 
and the latest Downtown news.

Coming 
Soon

We 
Are 

Going 
Mobile!
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ADID Stimulus Money  
at Work Downtown

new Initiative to Encourage 
Statewide Cooperation
A statewide initiative, Georgia 
Forward is working with leaders 
throughout the state to establish 
an ongoing conversation and 
partnership among business, 
government, academic, and community leaders. At the helm of this initiative 
is Georgia native and political and social activist Amir Farokhi, a graduate of 
the Duke University School of Law and former associate at McKenna, Long & 
Aldridge. Farokhi hopes that Georgia Forward will pave the way for continued 
dialogue, cohesion, and unity among the state’s leaders.  

Gatherings in Atlanta, Macon, Augusta and Columbus have already been well 
attended and well received and the same is expected for upcoming events 
in Albany and Savannah.  This summer the first Georgia Forward Conference 
will be held in Macon. For more information on Georgia Forward, including 
meeting updates, visit www.GeorgiaForward.org.

2010 
Stimulus 
Projects

Fairlie-Poplar 
Planters

 
 
 
Downtown 
Street Lights

 
 
Broad Street 
Plaza

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Williams 
Street at 
Ivan Allen, Jr. 
Boulevard

 
 
Peachtree 
Street 
Planters

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Downtown 
Sidewalk 
Repair

 
Downtown 
Tree 
Installations 

 
Project  
Descriptions 

• Painted 40 planter 
bases and iron  
fencing 

• Installed landscaping  
in all planters

• Replaced and/or re-
paired 85 missing and 
broken Downtown  
streetlights

• Installed decorative 
fencing around 12 
planters

• Replaced all broken 
granite and brick  
pavers

• Installed landscaping 
and trees in planters 

• Replaced Plaza  
lighting

• Traffic operations 
upgrades including 
signal phasing and lane 
configuration improve-
ments, as well as new 
overhead signage 

• Between Andrew 
Young International 
and Harris Streets: 
Construct and install 
in-ground and above 
ground planters to 
eliminate need for 
police barricades

• Enhance landscap-
ing with new plant-
ings 

• Identify and correct 
sidewalk deficiencies 
throughout Down-
town

• Installation and care of 
street trees through-
out Downtown 

 
Completion 
Schedule

100%  
Complete

 
 
 
100% 
Complete

 
 
80%  
Complete

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summer 2010

 
 
 
 
 
Summer 2010

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summer 2010

 
 
 
Fall 2010 

 

ADID 
Stimulus  
Funds 
Used

$12,000

 
 
 
 
$333,000

 
 
 
$480,000

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
$80,000

 
 
 
 
 
$310,000

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
$100,000

 
 
 
$175,000 

  
  
 
 

total ADID Investment: $1,490,000

n the heels of the American Recovery and Revitalization 
Act of 2009, Central Atlanta Progress and the Atlanta 
Downtown Improvement District are embarking on their 
own stimulus funding plan to continue to support the 
growth and redevelopment of the center city.  Building 

on $35 million worth of signage, roadway and sidewalk 
projects already in progress an additional $2.5 million has recently been 
committed to projects that will beautify and enhance the safety of 
Downtown Atlanta and improve traffic operations. 

Broad Street Plaza

Streetlight repair

Streetscape trees
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Member Spotlight: Cooper Carry
n September, Atlanta-based architecture and design firm Cooper 
Carry celebrated its approaching 50th anniversary by moving 
from its Buckhead headquarters to the 191 Peachtree Building in 
Downtown. The new space, which the firm designed with an eye to 

sustainability, was recently awarded LEED-CI Platinum certification, and is 
set in a walkable, transit-accessible area. 

Downtown Atlanta’s accessibility has opened up many options for clean 
commuting for Cooper Carry’s employees, and it shows. Results of a 
recent transportation survey indicate that 57 percent of the company’s 
employees take mass transit to work each day. Another 7 percent 
carpool, bike, or walk to work. By taking advantage of the available 
transportation choices Downtown, Cooper Carry employees are helping 
to clean the air and mitigate congestion each day.

In 2009, CAP launched a marketing and public rela-
tions campaign to promote the Downtown Dining 
District. Throughout the year, restaurants participate 
in monthly and seasonal promotions including spe-
cially priced cocktails, live music, wine tastings, dining 
discounts and the greatly anticipated Downtown 
Atlanta Restaurant Week(s).  To view the events 
calendar and sign up for the Downtown Dining e-
newsletter, visit www.AtlantaDowntownDining.com.

30 Tables

Agatha’s “A Taste of Mystery” 
Dinner Theatre

Atlanta Grill

Avanzare Steakhouse 

BLT Steak

Durango Steak House

French American Brasserie

Hard Rock Cafe

Il Mulino New York

Legal Sea Foods

Max’s Coal Oven Pizzeria

Max Lager’s Wood-fired Grill & 
Brewery

Morton’s The Steakhouse

No Mas! Cantina

One Café Blanc/Yoeshi

Paschal’s Restaurant

Peasant Bistro

Pittypat’s Porch

Ray’s in the City

ROOM

Ruth’s Chris Steak House

SEAR

Social Resto Café Bar

Spoon Thai Café & Lounge

STATS

Sun Dial Restaurant Bar & View

Terrace on Peachtree

Thrive

Trader Vic’s

Truva

Underground Atlanta: Scores 
Sports Bar and Johnny Rockets

Restaurant Week Expands to two Weeks
CAP is proud to announce that the ninth 
annual Downtown Atlanta Restaurant 
Week will return for two weeks this year : 
July 26-August 8. The event showcases 
the Downtown Dining District as a 
premier dining destination and highlights 
the diversity of culinary experiences 
Downtown Atlanta offers.

Guests will enjoy three-course, prix-fixe 
meals with the opportunity to select items 
for each course including an appetizer, entrée and a dessert. The menu price 
is $25 per guest, excluding beverages, tax and gratuity. Each year a signature 
cocktail is created and served in participating restaurants.

Get a Taste of Atlanta’s 
Downtown Dining District Don Nason

360 Luxury Apartments 

Marwan Abboud
ARCADIS US, Inc.

Kenneth Bleakly
Bleakly Advisory Group

Jason Finch
Central Parking System 

Melissa Hal
Chicago Title Insurance

Claudia Patton
Edelman Public Relations 

Peter Copses
Gibbs Landscaping Company 

Scott Condra
Jacoby Development

William R. Moseley, Jr. 
Lawson & Moseley LLP

Tony Bartlett
Lincoln Property Company

Dereck Britt
Marquis Vista Apartments

Charlie Gibson
Milner, Inc.

Frank Layson
Paul Hastings Janofsky & Walker LLP

Dick Layton
R.W. Baird & Company

Douglas W. Robison
Walter P. Moore and Associates, Inc.

2010

UPCOMING EVENTS 
31 Days of Jazz • Various locations, Through May 31

Diana: A Celebration • Atlanta Civic Center, Through June 13

Fourth Saturday Family Fun Day • Centennial Olympic Park, 
May-September

Atlanta Dream Home opener • Philips Arena, May 16

Atlanta Downtown Festival • Rooftop Tour & Scavenger Hunt, 
Social Resto Café Bar, May 22

4th of July Celebration • Centennial Olympic Park, July 4

national Black Arts Festival • Centennial Olympic Park, July 14-18

Downtown Atlanta Restaurant Week(s) • Presented by 
Bank of America, July 26-August 8

 

Welcome New CAP Members

Downtown Dining District charter members  
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Annual Meeting Recap

M
ore than 1,100 people gathered for the 
68th Central Atlanta Progress and Atlanta 
Downtown Improvement District annual 
meeting in March. The event was held in 

the Thomas B. Murphy ballroom at the Georgia World 
Congress Center. 
“I could not be more pleased with the quality, content and production of 
this year’s meeting,” said A.J. Robinson, president of Central Atlanta Progress. 
“I believe our Top 10 theme showcased Downtown well, and we were 
fortunate to have such an eclectic, and exceptional group of speakers with 
Coach Curry, Mayor Reed, Charlie Loudermilk and Jim Maddox.” 

Loudermilk and Maddox were honored as recipients of the Dan Sweat 
Award and Turner Broadcasting Downtown Community Leadership Award, 
respectively. Loudermilk, a longtime philanthropist, is chairman of the board 
and founder of Atlanta-based Aaron’s Inc. Maddox retired in 2009 after 32 
years on the Atlanta City Council. 

United Way served as a partner in this year’s meeting through its Shoebox 
Project. All the table centerpieces contained shoeboxes filled with various 
personal care products for homeless women and children.

View videos from the meeting at www.youtube.com/AtlantaDowntown.

Gold Sponsors: AirTran Airways, Atlanta Business Chronicle, The Coca-
Cola Company, Epstein Becker & Green, A Legendary Event and Skanska.

Silver Sponsors: Cousins Properties, Georgia Power Company, Lanier 
Parking Company, Jackson Spalding,  Turner Broadcasting System, Inc., Juneau 
Construction Company, CBS Atlanta News, WSB AM 750 and A Perfect Image.

Bronze Sponsors: A. Brown-Olmstead Associates, Allen Plaza/Barry 
Real Estate Companies, Georgia-Pacific LLC, The Integral Group LLC, King & 
Spalding LLP, KPMG, Portman Holdings, Resource Marketing, Reznick Group 
and the Schapiro Group.

Top: A.J. Robinson, Tally Sweat, Charlie 
Loudermilk, Philip Spillane, Taylor Glover

Left: Mayor Kasim Reed

Below: Shoebox Project centerpiece

Bottom: United Way representatives Kirk 
Brown and Evan Lee

Alec Fraser, Jim Maddox, Philip Spillane, Taylor Glover
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new Restaurants
Truva – Peachtree Center
Pizzeria Vesuvius – Edgewood Avenue
Lunacy Black Market – Railroad District
Checkers – Broad Street
Inferno Tapas Lounge – Marietta Artery
Scores Sports Bar & Restaurant – Underground Atlanta
Baja Fresh – Luckie Marietta District
One Café Blanc & Yoeshi – Renaissance Walk
Doc Chey’s Noodle House – Memorial Drive corridor
Creole Nouvelle Cajun Kitchen – Fairlie-Poplar
Meehan’s Public House – 200 Peachtree
J.R. Cricket’s – Castleberry Hill
The Greek – Sweet Auburn

8 Central Atlanta Progress/Atlanta Downtown Improvement District

Westin 
Gets new 
Windows
When a 130-mile-per-hour tornado 
ripped through part of Downtown 
Atlanta on Friday, March 14, 2008, 
no one anticipated the power of 
the storm and the devastation it 
would leave behind. Two years later, 
Downtown Atlanta has proven 
its resilience as major Downtown 
establishments including the Westin 
Peachtree Plaza, the Georgia Dome, 
the Hilton, Centennial Tower, the 
Omni Hotel and others have 
undergone repairs while staying open 
for business.

The Westin Peachtree Plaza is 
currently getting a facelift that 
will restore the iconic hotel to its 
landmark status. All 6,350 windows 
in the 73-story hotel are being 
replaced. Skanska USA began 
replacing guest-room windows on 
the 50th floor and is opening up the 
hotel’s grand atrium to new glass. 

The reskinning of the Westin is the 
largest hotel window replacement 
project in the Western Hemisphere. 
The replacement effort remains on 
schedule and both parties are firmly 
committed to the goals of restoring 
the John Portman landmark-
design of the hotel, following a safe 
construction process with minimal 
inconvenience to guests and bringing 
the building exterior up to today’s 
standards.

Skanska completed renovations to 
the Sun Dial Restaurant Bar & View 
on the 70th floor of the Westin 
Peachtree Plaza in late January – 
just in time for Valentine’s Day. On 
that day, more engagements were 
celebrated there than in any other 
restaurant in Atlanta.

Downtown Adds  
new Residents
More and more people are calling 
Downtown Atlanta “home.” In the 
last year, an additional 1,005 newly 
constructed apartments have become 
available to the marketplace. With most 
of the new residential development 
in recent years being for-sale condos, 
the opening of these three new rental 
communities has increased the options 
in the market, making Downtown a more attractive and viable place to live. 

Alexan 360 in the Old Fourth Ward boasts high-end finishes with a rooftop 
deck offering some of the best views of the city’s skyline. Pencil Factory Lofts 
on Decatur Street offers upscale living with the convenience of ground-floor 
retail and an adjacent MARTA station. Across from the Atlanta Civic Center is 
Marquis Vista with its modern exteriors and interior finishes.

Georgia State University is also contributing to the number of people living in 
Downtown. In fall 2009, GSU opened its Freshman Hall, a 325-bed dormitory 
with a dining hall on Edgewood Avenue. This coming fall, the school’s first 
fraternity and sorority housing will open next door for 145 students. 

Alexan 360
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Medical Arts Building

Peachtree Street and Ivan Allen, Jr. Blvd.

Palms Hotel and Thrifty Car Rental
 J.W. Dobbs Avenue and Courtland 

Street

Norfolk Southern headquarters
Spring and Peters streets

MARTA Five Points Station
Alabama and Peachtree streets

 Wheat Street Gardens
Irwin and Hilliard streets

222 Mitchell St.
between Spring and Forsyth streets

The Gulch
Spring Street, Martin Luther King, Jr. and 

Centennial Olympic Park drives

Methodist Center
Ralph McGill Blvd. and Piedmont Avenue

Rufus Rose House
Peachtree Street and Linden Avenue

Atlanta Constitution Building
Alabama and Forsyth streets

top 10 Downtown 
Redevelopment 

opportunities 

Coming off the success of 2003’s 
list of top 10 redevelopment sites 
in Downtown (as nine of the 10 

have been reincarnated into vibrant 
uses), Central Atlanta Progress 

determined its newest targets. These 
buildings and sites include:

These 10 properties present 
significant potential not only 
within their boundaries but 
also as catalytic projects for the 
surrounding areas. Developers 
and investors interested in 
these properties should  
contact Ellen Mendelsohn at 
CAP, 404-658-5983. 

Streatery:  
Street Vending in  
Downtown Atlanta

At the beginning of 2010 a hotdog cart moved onto Downtown side-
walks, offering a variety of delicious lunchtime treats. Beef and sausage 
franks, turkey dogs, veggie dogs, chili dogs and even a chicken sandwich 
can be dressed with more than a dozen toppings ranging from sauer-
kraut to peach BBQ sauce. Currently, six carts are in Downtown ser-
vice locations around Woodruff Park, Centennial Olympic Park/CNN 
Center, the Georgia State University Student Center, Peachtree Center 
and the World of Coca-Cola/Georgia Aquarium. Look for new carts 
this spring at locations around Turner Field.  Check out www.streatery.
com for information on each location’s operating hours.

Imagine Downtown: 

Sustainable, Healthy and Livable
In collaboration with the 18th annual gathering of the Congress for 
the New Urbanism (CNU18) in Downtown Atlanta on May 19-22, 
CAP/ADID has embarked on an initiative to transform the way the 
Downtown community creates a sustainable, healthy and livable urban 

core. With the benefit of invited CNU founders and experts, as well as 
local subject matter experts, “Urban Lab” planning exercises, workshops and 
speakers have been used to explore projects, policies and initiatives to ensure 
a sustainable future for Downtown. 

To better understand how the core of the city stacks up today with projects 
and initiatives, CAP/ADID is developing a list and map of existing resources. 
From a list of 25 U.S. Green Building Council LEED-certified buildings to a 
plethora of alternative transportation options and the green roof at City 
Hall to Atlanta’s Zero Waste Zone we are “greener” than you might think. 
We need your help to expand this list of buildings, places, people and things 
that contribute to preserving Downtown’s 
environment for the future. Additions and 
suggestions can be shared with Jennifer Ball 
at jball@atlantadowntown.com.

WE’RE GREENER 
THAN YOU 

MIGHT THINK.

Medical Arts Building

Palms Hotel and Thrifty Car Rental

Norfolk Southern headquarters
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Green line Update 
Since the Green Line vision for the redevelopment of the heart of 
Downtown was revealed in 2007, momentum has been building toward 
the transformation of the rail corridor that stretches from the State Capitol 
area to Philips Arena. The plan is dominated by a linear greenspace of plazas 
and parks ringed by pedestrian-friendly mixed-use development. Integral to 
the success of the plan is increased multimodal connectivity around the Five 
Points MARTA station.

CAP/ADID has been a catalyst for advancing the conceptual documents 
toward more detailed plans, identifying immediate opportunities for 
advancement and early victories, and raising funds for the project. Throughout 
2009 and into 2010, progress has been made on each of these tasks. 

Fiscal Economic Impact Analysis  
The Atlanta Regional Commission Livable Centers Initiative program and 
the Atlanta Downtown Improvement District are funding development of a 
detailed cost-benefit analysis of the overarching fiscal and economic impact 
that redevelopment of the Green Line site could have. This effort will analyze 
the direct and indirect economic impacts of the proposed uses identified in 
the plan – a multimodal passenger terminal, new parks, and new infrastructure 
and overbuild development. The analysis will kick off in May and take 
approximately six months to complete.

Implementation Strategy 
CAP/ADID funded and managed the first phase of an implementation 
strategy advancing the conceptual vision toward a detailed market-based, 
development feasibility and constructability plan. The resulting strategy will 
encourage appropriate investment in the corridor while also achieving the 
core goals of the plan: a reconnected, highly accessible and commercially 
revitalized heart of Downtown Atlanta. Deliverables of the effort included 
block-by-block property surveys including utility infrastructure information, 
market demand data and a structural analysis of removing the top of the Five 
Points MARTA station.

Multimodal Passenger terminal Advancement
Representatives of the Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT), 
MARTA, the City of Atlanta, the Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC) and 
CAP/ADID have partnered on a scope of work to advance technical planning 
activities for the multimodal passenger terminal facility. The workscope will 

define the facility’s functional 
specifications for a fully 
integrated transportation 
center that addresses current 
requirements and future needs. 

This analysis is being closely 
coordinated with GDOT’s Public-
Private Partnership (P3) program 
as GDOT, with support from 
the partners above, advances 
a procurement process for 

selecting a Master Developer for the MMPT. The P3 approach envisions 
phased realization of the MMPT and ancillary uses, including commercial and 
retail development, housing, open space and civic functions consistent with 
CAP/ADID’s Green Line vision plan. Much progress is anticipated through this 
exciting partnership effort in summer 2010.

200 Peachtree
leadership Atlanta to Celebrate  
40th Anniversary in Historic Downtown Venue

Leadership Atlanta, the oldest continuously running training 
program for civic leadership in the country, will commemorate its 
40th anniversary with a gala celebration in an iconic Downtown 
landmark restored this year as a community-events facility.

The former Macy’s building at 200 Peachtree St. in the heart of 
Downtown Atlanta will serve as the site for “A Night on the Town,” 
Leadership Atlanta’s black-tie event honoring 40 years of community 
service, on Saturday, June 5. 

This will be the grand opening celebration for Downtown Atlanta’s 
historic architectural landmark, designed by renowned architect Philip 
Shutze and built in 1927. 
Closed since 2003, the 
building has been fully 
renovated by 180 Peachtree 
Retail LLC to house two 
restaurants, elegant special 
event space, and a conference 
center, all operated according 
to “green” principles. 
www.200peachtree.com 

Clean Car Campaign 

the Clean Car Campaign is an initiative of the 
Atlanta Police Department to thwart larceny 
from autos. The plan is simple but requires 
everyone’s efforts. Simply remove all valuables 

from your vehicle before leaving it, and you will reduce the 
odds of it being illegally entered by nearly 95 percent. Parking lot owners, 
managers and attendants should inquire of their customers: were all valuables 
removed? 

Encourage coworkers, clients, residents and friends to remove all items 
from their cars as well. Remove the supply and the area becomes no longer 
lucrative to the criminal element, which will take its “business” elsewhere.
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Downtown TMA News

the Downtown Transportation Management 
Association (TMA) sprang into 2010 providing 
commute incentives and exciting programs for 
Downtown commuters. In February and March, 

commuters answered the Super Commuter Challenge by 
logging a clean commute online with Commuter Rewards. One 
hundred twenty-two participants met the logging requirements. 
These Super Commuters were rewarded with a $10 incentive. 

April was full of surprises as commuters participated in the Downtown 
Transportation Trivia Scavenger Hunt. Participants were encouraged to lace 
up their sneakers, grab their Downtown walking map and hit the streets to 
find clues and answer trivia questions. The Downtown TMA distributed more 
than 150 treasure keys throughout the two-week event. Each day, participants 
used their super sleuthing abilities to figure out clues to secret locations and 
answer transportation trivia questions online. 

At the end of the scavenger hunt, 
participants presented their treasure 
keys for a chance to open the TMA’s 
treasure chest. Program prizes included 
daily Cinnabon/Carvel gift certificates. 
Grand prizes included $50 and $100 
gift cards. During April the 
Downtown TMA also began 
its series of regular Breeze 
trainings for Discount Transit 
Pass Program (DTPP) 
participants. Companies 
participating in the DTPP 
program will now be able to 
receive monthly Breeze card 
training webinars hosted by 
the Downtown TMA.

For the third year the 
Downtown TMA has 
partnered with the Atlanta 
Bicycle Coalition (ABC) to 
host BikeFest, an outdoor 
fair promoting bicycling for 
recreation and commuting, 
and providing a variety 
of cycling resources for 
Downtown residents, 
students and employees.  
Held on May 18th in 
Woodruff Park, the event fair celebrates May as National Bike Month and 
continues to grow. It draws a number of vendors including MARTA, the 
Georgia Department of Transportation,  Atlanta Streets Alive, the Clean Air 
Campaign, Gold’s Gym and more.  

For more information on Downtown transportation options and incentives 
available to ease your commute, please visit www.downtowntma.com.

Traffic Signal Improvements: 
ADID Lights the Way

A demonstration project consisting of 16 signalized intersections 
on Marietta Street, Centennial Olympic Park Drive and Baker 
Street is well underway, and all you have to do is look up to see 
the improvements. ADID’s Traffic Signal System Upgrades and 

Retiming Project addresses an overall approach to traffic signal improvements 
within Downtown Atlanta, one step and a few corridors at a time. The 
primary goals of the project are to modernize outdated and deficient 
equipment, and improve signal operations to mitigate traffic congestion 
through better traffic flow within key corridors. 

Equipment upgrades include: 
• Replacement of traffic signal controller units and cabinets, provided through 

a Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) equipment upgrade 
program 

• Replacement of outdated incandescent signal heads with new Light Emitting 
Diode (LED) heads and pedestrian “count-down” heads

• Wireless communication upgrades and system integration
• Development of new timing and optimization plans for better traffic 

movement.

A “before and after” study will measure vehicle emissions, travel time savings 
and fuel consumption to assess the benefits of the improvements.

The design-build project began in December 2009 and is being led by a 
team consisting of Wright-Brown Electric, Inc., and ARCADIS. The Atlanta 
Department of Public Works is a vital partner. ADID is funding $100,000 of 
the demonstration project’s improvements, and $500,000 is being contributed 
through Westside Tax Allocation District (TAD) public purpose funds.  
Completion is expected by mid-summer.

In addition to this project, ADID has partnered with the city to apply to 
GDOT, and individually to the State Road and Tollway Authority, for funding 
and equipment that, if awarded, could support signalization improvements at 
more than 80 additional intersections. An announcement of grant awards is 
anticipated before summer.

The majority of the traffic signal equipment within Downtown is at least 14 
years old and last upgraded in preparation for the 1996 Olympics or earlier. 
New investment by ADID in traffic signal upgrades will ultimately reduce 
delays and improve mobility for all travelers. With past studies documenting 
that the benefits of investing in signal timing outweigh the costs by up to 40 
to 1, CAP/ADID is excited about these improvements for Downtown. Keep 
looking up so that you do not miss them.
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Atl-Cruzers Provides Shuttle 
Services to Metropolitan Atlanta
Promoting Green Business Initiatives to Commuters

ATL-Cruzers is Downtown’s newest innovative transportation option. The 
ATL-Cruzers’ mission is to provide eco-friendly transportation to in-town 
business commuters, tourists and residents. 

The shuttle service operates 100 percent battery-powered Neighborhood 
Electric Vehicles, (NEV’s) and is an optimal solution for visitors and residents 
with very short distance commutes. ATL-Cruzers complements MARTA 

transit routes and is a cost-saving option. One 
way rides start at $3 per person, compared with 
a typical taxi trip that could cost $8 within the 
intown zone, whether the trip is three feet or 
three miles. 

The shuttles will also be available to service 
special events such as conventions, festivals, 
weddings and other private functions. Their 
soft launch has included shuttle services for Six 
Flags’ newest attraction, DragonFly, Phoenix Flies 
historical tours, Sweetwater Brewery Cask-off, 
and other local events.

Promoting Green Business Initiatives, ATL-Cru-
zers is the new solution for the conscientious 
consumer looking to decrease Atlanta’s overall 

carbon footprint. “We’ve had positive feedback from the general public as 
well as the business community,” said Stephen Chester, president. “We ensure 
safety first, then an unduplicated open-air experience with all of our passen-
gers. We thrive on the notion that your first cruise will not be your last.”

For more information, visit www.atlcruzers.com or call 877-497-4774.

Imagine a street full of people of all ages 
and backgrounds, walking, biking, creating and 
laughing, together.  A street temporarily closed to 
cars, but open to people. 

Sunday, May 23

www.atlantastreetsalive.com

New Woodruff Park  
 Reading and Recreation Area

W
oodruff Park opened its new Welcome 
Center Reading and Recreation area to the 
public in March featuring a new permanent 
building with an expanded selection of 

reading material, recreational equipment and new programs. 
Since March 2007, the Reading Room has served as a popular resting spot for 
Downtown employees, students, residents and tourists. The new additions to 
the north end of Woodruff Park are part of a large-scale project to refurbish 
the park. Over summer and fall 2009 the park underwent a series of cosmetic 
enhancements, 
including the repaving 
of hardscape, 
repairing of seat walls, 
and restoration of the 
park’s main fountain. 

A sustainable water 
recovery system 
for the park’s two 
fountains (to allow 
them to run year-
round) is currently 
being investigated 
with positive results.  
A water well was dug 400 feet below street level to sustain further 
improvements and advancements in the park for the fountains, irrigation 
systems and other projects.

With the addition of the new Woodruff Park Welcome Center building, the 
Reading Room will now offer park visitors a wider range of recreation items, 
as well as greater assistance. A park coordinator will be on duty during the 
Reading Room’s operating hours, 9 a.m. until dusk, and will assist visitors with 
materials and information.

Valet Parking Update

Since 2008, hotels and 
restaurants have been permitted 
to operate curbside valet 
parking stands thanks to a 
pilot program initiated by the 
Atlanta Department of Public 
Works. New valet parking 
stands popped up all over 
Downtown and dramatically 
improved the convenience 
of parking for thousands of 
visitors and customers. Due 
to this success, City Council 
has approved and expanded 
a permanent city-wide 
valet parking program that 
will ensure this benefit is 
available in the future to 
support even more new 
hotels and restaurants. 
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Downtown Is Filled with  
the Sound of Music
Wednesday WindDown 
Centennial Olympic Park 
Every Wednesday, April-September, 5:30-8 p.m.

Wednesdays in Woodruff 
Woodruff Park Gazebo
Every Wednesday, April-October
Noon-1 p.m.

Music At noon 
Centennial Olympic Park
Tuesday and Thursday, April-October
Noon-1 p.m.

Concerts at Philips Arena
May 19 – Hot 107.9 Birthday Bash
July 28 – Rihanna with special guest Ke$ha
Aug. 11 – Tom Petty with special guests  
  Crosby Stills & Nash

Concerts at the tabernacle
May 15 – Enrique Bunbury
May 16 – Angels & Airwaves
June 4 – Imogen Heap with special guest Geese
June 5 – Wonder Girls with special guest 2PM
June 7 – Too Fast For Love Tour: Cobra Starship and 3OH!3 
June 12 – Nas & Damian “JR. Gong” Marley with Nneka
Sept. 18 – Aziz Ansari: Dangerously Delicious Tour
Sept. 26 – Pavement

Jazz Journeys 
Georgia Aquarium 
Friday evenings, May-September

Feed Your Senses 
Rialto Center for the Arts
Third Wednesday each month, April-July

Dine & listen 
Hard Rock Café
Peasant Bistro
Ray’s in the City
Ruth’s Chris Steak House
Social Resto Café Bar
Sundial Restaurant, Bar & View

Imogen Heap

Wonder Girls

Rihanna

Sign, Sign Everywhere a Sign

CAP/ADID has been exploring the need for changes to the city’s 
sign ordinance for Downtown Atlanta. The ordinance determines 
the type, size and location of signs that can be installed on private 
property. Identifying possible changes would help eliminate the 

need for so many variations to the existing regulations, define and provide 
rules for monument signs, and support more building signature signs. 

To implement the proposed changes to the current sign ordinance, which 
is Chapter 16-28A.010 (12) of the Atlanta Municipal Code, City Council 
legislation is required. CAP/ADID is working with the Atlanta Bureau of 
Planning to develop the legislation and advance the amendments. Your input 
regarding the proposed changes is needed. Visit atlantadowntown.com for 
more details and contact Jennifer Ball at jball@atlantadowntown.com with 
questions.

new Pay-by-Space  
Parking Meters 
Over the past two months, 
the city’s parking management 
services partner, PARKatlanta, 
has been busy upgrading 
outdated parking equipment. 
Approximately 200 new state-
of-the-art, solar-powered pay-
by-space multi-space parking 
meters have been installed 
throughout the city. Installation 
work began in phases on 
March 1, with the first meters 
operational by April. Installation 
wraps up in May.

The new multi-space meters 
will accept coins, dollar 
bills,  VISA and MasterCard 
payments, making on-street parking more convenient. 
Time limits will be posted on nearby signs as well 
as on the meters, and each parking space is now 
numbered (look for the number on the curb). Thanks to the new technology, 
a single meter will handle payments for several spaces within a block. 

PARKatlanta has also installed new signage throughout the city directing 
citizens to the new meters. In addition to the multi-space parking meters, 
PARKatlanta is also replacing traditional single-space parking meters, which 
accept coin payments only.

The PARKatlanta program is a collaborative effort led by Duncan Solutions 
and operated under the supervision of Atlanta’s Department of Public 
Works and the Atlanta Police Department. The team includes several local 
subcontracting partners that provide specialized services, including the Parking 
Company of America (PCA) and A Tow, Inc. 

For more information about the city’s new parking meters, visit  
www.parkatlanta.org.

‘Drink Beer Do Good’  
at Max Lager’s
As part of its “Drink Beer Do Good” program, 
Max Lager’s Wood Fired Grill & Brewery donates 
50 cents of every pint of Max’s Gimme Shelter 
Bock to homeless shelters in Atlanta. Max 
Gimme Shelter Bock is a rich-bodied, mahogany-
colored, traditional German-style beer with malty 
characteristics that produce a smooth refreshing 
taste. www.maxlagers.com
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Woodruff Park is a hub of activity with the 
new Reading Room area open with free Wi-
Fi, the expanded Dining in Woodruff area and 
Wednesdays in Woodruff concerts. Students and 
visitors alike are taking advantage of the variety 
of games available including Badminton, Blongo, 
and Frisbee. Others are just enjoying the great 
weather and exercising in the grass. 

ADID Update
the ADID Clean team ramps up for an exciting spring season with the 
planting of hanging flower baskets with a newly purchased lift. The lift is also 
used for light pole painting, holiday decorating, and removing plastic debris 
from Downtown trees. 

Due to the fiscal status of our state and city governments, and its negative 
impact on staffing and operational funding, the ADID Clean Team is 
partnering with two government agencies in cleaning the interstate ramps 
and state rights-of-way in the vicinity of the Downtown area, mowing 
grass, eradicating graffiti (even on the connector), and addressing issues of 
homelessness.

The ADID Board felt it was important to address the first and last visible 
impressions of people who work in or visit the Downtown area. ADID is 
unable to take on full-time maintenance with our resources, but seeks to 
make an impact and supplement as necessary.
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Cyclists attending Georgia State University in Downtown Atlanta have a 
nifty new place to secure their bikes – a sculpture designed and fabricated 
by Spencer Murrill. The new rack is the result of a design contest for an 
artistic and functional bike rack sponsored by GSU Bikes, a student group 
formed to encourage bicycling on the GSU campus and supported by a 
grant from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 

The new bike rack, at the corner of Gilmer and Courtland Streets near 
the entrance to Unity Plaza and the GSU Student Center, is needed to 
provide additional parking for cyclists, whose numbers are increasing 
around campus. Beth Jones, GSU associate vice president of finance and 
administration, and Rebecca Serna, executive director of the Atlanta 
Bicycle Coalition, helped with the unveiling April 8.  

To learn more about GSU Bikes, visit http://gsubikes.blogspot.com/.

Cool new Bike Rack 
Unveiled at GSU

Congratulations to the PATH Foundation 
on completing Phase I of the Centennial 
Trail. Beginning at Jackson Street and run-
ning along the Baker-Highland Connector, 
this new multi-use trail has extended the 
Freedom Parkway Trail a half-mile farther 
into the core of Downtown. 

More PATH 
Downtown

Congratulations to Georgia 
State University on completing 
its Decatur Street Streetscape Project. 
The $3.1 million investment in upgraded 
sidewalks and a “road diet” to calm the 
traffic along the corridor has provided a 
face-lift for the campus’s main street.

Downtowners 2010 Dates
The Downtowners gather on the third 
Thursday of each month, May-October, 
5-7 p.m.  There is no cost to attend 
and your first drink is on us. Just show 
up, mingle and be a part of some of 
the most intriguing places in Atlanta. 
Dates for 2010 are May 20, June 17, 
July 15, Aug. 19, Sept. 16 and Oct. 21.

Sign up for the Downtowners 
newsletter on AtlantaDowntown.com 
to receive a monthly invitation.
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