
Town Hall Q&A 

HOMELESSNESS FACTS & MYTHS 

• Is it a rumor or true that most cities in Georgia and some from other southern 

states provide their homeless individuals with one-way tickets to Atlanta? 

To our knowledge, this is urban myth. 83.5% of our unsheltered population report 

the metro Atlanta area as their last permanent address.   

• Do we currently track how many people without homes experienced eviction 

before experiencing homelessness?  

The Continuum of Care does not capture this information at this time. 

• Have we seen a rise in homelessness in the outside areas surrounding the city 

as homelessness decreases in the city? 

2018 numbers show slight declines or steady states in the metro area. 

• Do homelessness demographics reflect overall demographics (age, gender, 

ethnicity, education)? What is the top reason for homelessness/poverty? 

86% of the homeless population is African American and 73% male.  Qualitative 

findings suggest that network impoverishment and inadequate access to behavioral 

health care are two reasons individuals report for causing their homelessness.   

AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

• What type of affordable housing would be most effective/helpful? (Ex: tiny 

house communities, apartment complexes, etc.) 

Mixed Income Housing, Tiny Houses, Split/Cohabitation, Dormitory style mixed 

housing, Urban Camping Ground, Housing near MARTA, subsidized units in safe, 

quality neighborhoods for very low and extremely low-income individuals.  

Additional permanent supportive housing units with permanent subsidies and 

funded services. 

• Affordable housing is constantly being mentioned. What is the annual media 

income (AMI) you are thinking of? What developers are you talking with to 

help solve this affordability challenge?  

30% AMI and below.  We are working for profit and nonprofit developers--and 

willing to work with any developer interested in the work. 

• What is the short-term plan to increase affordable housing? I work at a 

homeless shelter, and while we assist with getting women and children off the 

street, the options for permanent affordable housing continue to shrink. 

COC has already created many units of affordable housing. 



 

 

ENFORCEMENT 

• To the visitors of our city, the optics of homelessness are as bad as ever. Why 

can’t we enforce non-solicitation laws that are already on the books? 

APD recognizes that homelessness is not a crime and leans on PAD and outreach 

workers to assist with connecting individuals to resources and services, where 

appropriate.   

• What type of partnership with APD exists to target drug handlers in the 

community? 

APD has been responsive to all of our requests to handle known drug pushers.  

• At Cristo Rey Atlanta, we have young students commuting to school via 

MARTA. We are seeing an increase in aggressiveness from homeless 

individuals from Peachtree Center to the school. How can we partner to 

protect our students and eliminate confrontations with our homeless 

population? 

The City is convening downtown stakeholders to discuss and address this issue. 

OUTREACH & SERVICES 

• Is an onsite social worker a replicable model? What would it take to provide 

one at other key locations (Ex: Edgewood Ave)? 

Yes, definitely.  Additional investment would be needed. 

• The rise of the number and aggressiveness of the homeless has increased 

seemingly since the Peachtree-Pine closure. What options or alternatives have 

been or will be put in place to address the absence of this resource? 

Multiple Low Barrier solutions have already started, many in that community were 

also provided permanent housing for life, Additionally, more apartments are being 

created, as well as programs around Atlanta.  We have added 140 beds of low 

barrier shelter and the majority of the individuals residing at the shelter located at 

Peachtree and pine were permanently housed. 

• What are the wraparound services that people receive after they transition to 

permanent services? 

Individualized case management to meet client driven needs, goals and desires. 

Linkages to behavioral health care, employment, and education. Tenancy supports. 

COMMUNITY EDUCATION 



• Who can we call other than 911? When contacting other resources, we are 

often still redirected to 911. 

Georgia Crisis Line. Also, you can direct individuals to assessment for housing.  

Coordinated entry locations can be found here: 

https://partnersforhome.org/coordinated-entry/  

• What form of liberation principles is this conversation committed to, 

considering the absent representation of unhoused community members? 

We can always do better to include voices from the margins. 

 

 

 

https://partnersforhome.org/coordinated-entry/

